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Promoting Civil Society Dialogue1
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Visual Ethnographic Research

Production Phases
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?54*Q?@*?N9E*[=29257*?*\2=7?35*?5?N@939J*?5*3572=[=27?73E5*EG*PEc
7P2*G3NQ24*2Z2579J*3572=?\73E59*?54*97E=329*Q?@*<2*>542=97EE4H

t*Y352Q?*e2=37u
Y35uQ?*e2=37u*39*7P2*72=Q*>924*<@*p2?5*#E>\P*07?I25*G=EQ*/L38?
e2=7EZi9*R35E*"=?Z4?D*7E*=2G2=*7E*7P2*=2?N37@*7P?7*=2Z2?N9*3792NG*<@
7P2*[=E\299*EG*7P2*Z2=@*G3NQ358*3792NGk*7P2*\?Q2=?*Q?@*<2\EQ2*?
\?7?N@97*GE=*3552=*=2?N37329*7E*?[[2?=*?54*Q?I2*7P2*9><d2\79
\E59\3E>9*EG*\2=7?35*7=>7P9*35*?54*EG*7P23=*N3Z29H*)*97=E58*2`?Q[N2
EG*7P39*G3NQ*97@N2*39*YP=E53f>2*4i>5*u7u 0$48?=*6E=35*o*p2?5
#E>\PJ*;CX;DH*(P39*3552=*[=E\299*?54*379*=29>N79*35*7P2*N3Z29*EG*7P2
9><d2\79*?=2*\?[7>=24*E5*G3NQ*?9*Q>\P*?9*[E993<N2H*(P2=2*39*5E
2GGE=7*7E*P342*7P2*35GN>25\2*EG*7P2*\?Q2=?H
t*/3=2\7*Y352Q?*?54*&<92=Z?73E5?N*Y352Q?
TE7P*7P292*97@N29*3543\?72*7P2*9?Q2*?7737>42*7E*7P2*=EN2*EG*7P2
\?Q2=?*35*=2N?73E5*7E*7P2*[2=9E59_9><d2\79*?54*PEc*37*39*<2N32Z24
7P2*\?Q2=?*=2N?729*7E*7P2*G3NQ24*2Z2579J*<>7*7P2*7cE*97@N29*c2=2
<E=5*35*43GG2=257*\E572`79H*/3=2\7*Y352Q?*35*7P2*)Q2=3\?5
\E572`7*EG*7P2*<3=7P*EG*7P2*(e*4E\>Q257?=@*?9*\E5\23Z24*<@
#E<2=7*/=2c*?54*7P2*6?@9N29*<=E7P2=9J*12?\E\IJ*"2552<?I2=J
?54*b392Q?55*35*7P2*XB9*35*7P2*.-)k*?54*7P2*72=Q
&<92=Z?73E5?N*Y352Q?*c?9*G3=97*>924*<@*7P2*T=3739P*N2\7>=2=*?54
72?\P2=*EG*Q?5@*8=2?7*27P5E8=?[P3\*?54*E7P2=*4E\>Q257?=@
G3NQQ?I358J*YEN35*vE>58J*35*P39*72`7*EG*7P2*92Q35?=*"=35\3[N29*EG
e39>?N*)57P=E[ENE8@*[><N39P24*35*;CUW*<@*"?>N*rE\I3589H*/3=2\7
Y352Q?*725424*7E*GENNEc*97=E58*97E=@N3529J*EG725*[E=7=?@358*E52
3543Z34>?N*E=*?*9Q?NN*5>Q<2=*EG*[2=9E59*0-?N29Q?5J ;CXVk
"=3Q?=@J*;CXBDH*(P2*?7737>42*EG*7P2*G3NQQ?I2=*35*7P2*G32N4
7Ec?=49*P39_P2=*9><d2\79*35*<E7P*825=29*39*EG725*429\=3<24*?9*7P2
G?QE>9*jGN@*E5*7P2*c?NNiF*?*[2=9E5*7P?7*P?9*Q?42*3792NG*?NQE97
35Z393<N2*<2\?>92*EG*379*[2=[27>?N*?54*>5E<7=>93Z2*[=2925\2H*1E58
72=Q*=292?=\P*?54*[?=73\3[?57*E<92=Z?73E5*39*Q2?57*7E*N2?4*7E*?
\2=7?35*\>N7>=?N*?54*9E\3?N*>542=97?54358J*=EN29*EG*[2E[N2*?54*EG
[?772=59*?54*Q2?53589*EG*2Z2579J*27\H*35*?*9[2\3G3\*9E\3?N
N?549\?[2H*!7*cE>N4*<2*25E>8P*7E*<2*?<N2*7E*I5Ec*?7*N2?97*cPEJ
cP?7J*cP2=2*?54*cP25*7E*G3NQH
&<92=Z?73E5?N*Y352Q?*?9*?*825=2*39*EG725*\P?=?\72=3L24*<@*?*N299
97=E58*97E=@N352J*EG725*42[3\7358*?*c?@*EG*N3G2*E=*7P2*42Z2NE[Q257
EG*\2=7?35*2Z2579H*!5*7P2*.RJ*7P2*72=Q*39*EG725*>924*GE=*7P2*97@N2



W

EG*G3NQQ?I358*EG*'3\I*T=EEQG32N4*?54*R3Q*1E5835E77EJ*cP2=2*7P2
97@N2*EG*7P2*G3=97*Q38P7*EG725*<2772=*<2*\?NN24*Y352Q?*e2=37uH*T3NN
'3\PEN9*429\=3<29*7P2*jN?\Ii*EG*5?==?73Z2*0'3\PEN9J*;CV;DH*)54
YEN35*vE>58*G?QE>9N@*=2Z2?N24*7P?7*7P2*j97E=@i*35*E<92=Z?73E5?N
\352Q?*39*8252=?724*E5*7P2*2437358*7?<N2J*35*E7P2=*cE=49J*7P2
3572=[=27?73E5*?54*E=8?53L?73E5*EG*7P2*G3NQ24*Q?72=3?N*\?5*E5N@
<2*4E52*E5\2*7P2=2*39*?5*EZ2=Z32c*EG*PEc*2Z2579*42Z2NE[24J
PEc*9><d2\79*[N?@24*43GG2=257*=EN29*?54*PEc*97E=@N3529*\?Q2*7E
?5*254H
t*"?=73\3[?7E=@*&<92=Z?73E5?N*Y352Q? 0YEN35*vE>58J*;CUWJ*?54
/?Z34*6?\/E>8?NNJ*;CUWD*
!5*=2?\73E5*7E*7P2*[N2?*GE=*&<92=Z?73E5?N*Y352Q?J*/?Z34
6?\/E>8?NN*25\E>=?824*27P5E8=?[P3\*G3NQQ?I2=9*5E7*7E*j972[
E>7*EG*7P2*[3\7>=2i*0;CUWDH*r2*5E724*7P?7*7P2*[E9373E5*EG*7P2
?57P=E[ENE8397*?9*[?=73\3[?57*E<92=Z2=*9PE>N4*<2*Q?357?3524
4>=358*G3NQ358J*?54*P2*E=*9P2*9PE>N4*5E7*9>4425N@*c37P4=?c*7P23=
[?=73\3[?73E5*?54*?\73Z2*35ZENZ2Q257*35*2Z2579*\EQ[?=24*7E*7P2
[2=3E4*cP25*7P2@*c2=2*5E7*@27*G3NQ358H*)N7PE>8P*[=?\73\?N*?54
72\P53\?N*\E54373E59*Q?@*\?>92*7P2*G3NQQ?I2=*7E*<2*N299*35ZENZ24
35*4?3N@*?\73Z37329J*7P2*?7737>42*EG*7P2*G3NQQ?I2=*39*973NN*E52*cP2=2
P2*E=*9P2*\?5*<2*?44=29924*?54*?44=29929*7P2*[2E[N2*7P?7*?=2
7P2*9><d2\79*EG*P39*E=*P2=*G3NQH
t*"E273\ 042*T=EQP2?4J*;CCXk*+=32=9E5J*'38P7Q?3NJ*;C^XD*
)*[E273\*4E\>Q257?=@J*?N9E*Q2573E524*<@*(E53*42*T=EQP2?4*35
P2=*97>4@*E5*5?==?73Z2*35*27P5E8=?[P3\*G3NQ*1EEI358*7cE*c?@9
0;CVXDJ*39*QE=2*GE\>924*E5*PEc*GE=QJ*=P@7PQJ*QEZ2Q257J
Q>93\J*27\H*\?5*9>[[E=7*E=*2`[=299*[?=7*EG*7P2*\E57257*EG*7P2
G3NQH*+?=452=i9*,E=297*EG*TN399 0;CVXD*39*EG725*\?NN24*?*[E273\*G3NQH
(P39*825=2*39*73NN*5Ec*9225*?9*?*N299*[2=735257*825=2*GE=
27P5E8=?[P3\*G3NQ*?9*7P2*G2?=*39*7P?7*7P2*GE=Q*?[[N324*<@*7P2
0\=E99%\>N7>=?ND*G3NQQ?I2=*Q?@*<2\EQ2*4EQ35?57*EZ2=*7P2
\E57257*7P?7*52249*7E*<2*7EN4*35*7P2*\>N7>=2*>542=*97>4@H
6?\/E>8?NN*0ABBXD*PEc2Z2=*[N2?49*GE=*?*\NE92=*2`?Q35?73E5*EG
7P2*2`[=2993Z2*f>?N37329*EG*G3NQ_Z342E*?54*PEc*7P2@*\?5*<2*>924
7E*\EQQ>53\?72*\=E99%\>N7>=?N*5?==?73Z2H*b2*\E>N4*9?@*7P?7*7P39*39
3Q[E=7?57*29[2\3?NN@*3G*7PE92*GE=Q9*?=2*5?73Z2*7E*7P2*\>N7>=2
>542=*97>4@H

t*)=\P3Z?N*,EE7?82 0,E=8?\LJ*"272=*/2N[2>7J*27\D
)=\P3Z?N*GEE7?82J*G?Q3N@%G3NQ9J*[PE7E8=?[P9*0,3=97*YE57?\7D*\?5
[N?@*?5*3Q[E=7?57*=EN2*<E7P*35*27P5E8=?[P3\*=292?=\P*?54*35*7P2
2437358*EG*?*4E\>Q257?=@*35*E=42=*7E*42[3\7*[?97*2Z2579J*[2=9E59J
?54*2`[2=325\29H*&G725*>924*35*N3G2*P397E=329*?54*7P2
=2\E597=>\73E5*EG*2Z2579*G=EQ*E52*E=*43GG2=257*[2=9[2\73Z29H
t*)*Q3`7>=2*EG*97@N29*
)*Q3`7>=2*EG*97@N29*?54*52c*c?@9*EG*9PEc358*?54*72NN358*?=2
[=29257N@*35\N>424*35*27P5E8=?[P3\*4E\>Q257?=329*7P?7*?=2
8252=?724*<@*52c*72\P53f>29*?54*7EEN9*N3I2*7P2*QE<3N2*[PE52J
?54*97=2?Q358*Z342E*E5*7P2*!572=527J*27\H

Scenario
(P2*9\25?=3E*\?5*E5N@*<2*c=37725*?G72=*7P2*G3=97*=292?=\P*[2=3E4H
b2*2973Q?72*7P?7*E>=*97>42579*\?5*97?=7*c=37358*?*QE=2*2`72593Z2
9\25?=3E*?G72=*E52*QE57P*EG*G32N4cE=IH*bP25*c=37358*?*9\25?=3E
GE=*?*4E\>Q257?=@J*29[2\3?NN@*35*E<92=Z?73E5?N*\352Q?*97@N2J*c2
9PE>N4*I22[*35*Q354*7P?7*=2?N%N3G2*2Z2579*\?55E7*<2*[=243\724J
@27J*\2=7?35*[?772=59*EG*2Z2579*\?5*<2*4272\724*35*Z3NN?82*N3G2J
E=*35*?NN*P>Q?5*\EQQ>537329J*?54*7P292*[?772=59*\?5*<2*4272\724
<@*27P5E8=?[P3\*=292?=\PJ*?54*GE=Q*7P2*<?92*EG*7P2*429\=3[73E5
EG*cP?7*\E>N4*<2*35\N>424*35*7P2*2Z257>?N*4E\>Q257?=@H
(P2*9\25?=3E*9PE>N4*342?NN@*<2*?*427?3N24*927*>[*EG*7P2*G35?N*G3NQ
35728=?7358*=292?=\P*=29>N79*G=EQ*N372=?7>=2*97>4@J*\E572`7>?N
?5?N@939J*?54*[?=73\3[?7E=@*E<92=Z?73E5J*?54*cP3\P*39*429\=3[73Z2H

Possible Common Features of the 6 Documentaries
E*-2N2\73E5*EG*7P2*9><d2\7*7P?7*c3NN*<2*G3NQ24
E*T?\I8=E>54*EG*7P2*Q?35*9><d2\79*
E*-PEc9*N?549\?[2*?54*937>?73E5?N*\E572`7
E*/2[3\79*9EQ2*Q?35*9E\3?N*2Z2579*7P?7*7?I2*[N?\2*35*7P2*Z3NN?82
E*'?==?73Z2*97=>\7>=2*39*\E597=>\724*G=EQ*429\=3[73Z2*9\2529
E*Y352Q?73\*97=?728329*42[254*E5*7P2*\PE925*97@N2*0922*?<EZ2D*
E*"?=73\3[?57*E<92=Z?73E5*?9*?*=292?=\P%Q27PE4
E*!5\N>429*9EQ2*N3G2*P397E=329*EG*Z3NN?82=9



X

E*)5*243724*4E\>Q257?=@*EG*^B%WB*Q35>729*\E59397358*EG
43GG2=257*9\2529*c37P*?5*243724*?>43E*7=?\IJ*737N29_9><737N29J*?54J
3G*52\299?=@J*c37P*5?==?73E5
&=
E*)*Q>N73Q243?*/e/*c37P*?*[=29257?73E5*EG*43GG2=257*GE=Q9*?54
97@N29*EG*=2[=29257?73E59H

Iritten Text / Essays 
(P2*c=37725*72`79*c3NN*P?Z2*7E*N3Z2*>[*7E*7P2*97?54?=49*EG*2?\P
439\3[N352*?9*4272=Q3524*<@*7P2*>53Z2=937329*35ZENZ24J*@27*7P2*72`79
\?5*?N9E*35728=?72*?54*=2G2=*7E*7P2*E7P2=*=2[=29257?73E59*7P?7
P?Z2*<225*8252=?724*<@*7P2*=292?=\PJ*9>\P*?9*[PE7E8=?[P9J
Q?[9J*?54*7P2*4E\>Q257?=@*3792NGH

Possible Common Features in the Iritten Texts
E*(P2939*7P?7*\E572`7>?N3L29*7P2*\E57257*EG*7P2*4E\>Q257?=@*?54
[=292579*?*7P2E=273\?N*439\E>=92*35*cP3\P*7E*[N?\2*37J*?54*?5
?5?N@939*EG*7P2*=292?=\P*=29>N79
E*r397E=@*EG*7P2*Z3NN?82
E*-E\3E8=?[P@*EG*7P2*Z3NN?82
E*!5Z257E=@*EG*3Q[N2Q25724*$.*[EN3\329*7P?7*P?Z2*?GG2\724*N3G2*35
7P2*Z3NN?82J*927*35*?*73Q2G=?Q2
E*T?\I8=E>549_13G2*P397E=329*EG*7P2*3543Z34>?N09D*7P?7*?=2*7P2
9><d2\709D*EG*7P2*=292?=\P_4E\>Q257?=@
E*#2GN2`3Z37@F*/29\=3<2*7P2*=2[=29257?73E5?N*[=E\299F*(P2E=273\?NJ
Q27PE4ENE83\?N*?54*[2=9E5?N*=2GN2\73E59*E5*7P2*=292?=\P*[=E\299
E*)>7E%27P5E8=?[P@F*!5\N>42*?>7E<3E8=?[P3\*?54*=2GN2`3Z2*5E729
E5*\PE3\29*7P?7*c2=2*Q?42J*?54*PEc*[2=9E5?N*\P?=?\72=3973\9
?54*@E>=*Ec5*P397E=@*Q?@*P?Z2*4272=Q3524*7P2*E>7\EQ2*EG*7P2
=292?=\P
E*#2GN2\7*E5*cP?7*@E>*P?Z2*=2[=2925724*35*7P2*4E\>Q257?=@J
?54*cP?7*35*7P2*72`7H

Ethical Dilemmas
E*(P35I*?<E>7*[E993<N2*27P3\?N*43N2QQ?i9*@E>*Q?@*G?\2
E*!G*522424*@E>*\?5*Q?I2*?*c=37725*?8=22Q257*?<E>7*7P2
\E54373E59*GE=*G3NQ358*7P?7*<E7P*[?=7329*9385H

Check List of Video Techniques

Production Checklist
-E>=\29F*#?<382=J*63\P?2NF*/3=2\7358*7P2*/E\>Q257?=@J*1E54E5
;CCA*,E\?N*"=299
)=739J*)57PE5@*wHF*(P2*-P>7*.[*?54*-PEE7*/E\>Q257?=@*+>342F
)*/Ec5*o*/3=7@*/e*"=E4>\73E5J*1E54E5*ABBU*,E\?N*"=299

Research and Preparation (Rabiger p.39)
3H cP?7*39*@E>=*P@[E7P273\?N*?[[=E?\P*7E*7P2*9><d2\7*EG

@E>=*4E\>Q257?=@n
33H N397*?NN*7P2*?\73E5*92f>25\29
333H \P2\I*=2?N37@F*?=2*7P2*[2E[N2*c3NN358J*c3NN*@E>*827*7P23=

\E59257J*39*2Z2=@7P358*?\\2993<N2J*?=2*7P2=2*\E979
\EQ358*>[

3ZH \P2\I*c=37725*=29E>=\29
ZH 4E*7P2*GEE7cE=IJ*827*7E*I5Ec*7P2*[N?\29*?54*[2E[N2J

827*G?Q3N3?=*c37P*7P23=*=P@7PQ9*?54*=E>73529
Z3H 42Z2NE[*7=>97
Z33H Q?I2*[=2%3572=Z32c9
Z333H c=372*?*7=2?7Q257
3`H E<7?35*7P2*52\299?=@*[2=Q3993E59
`H Q?I2*?*9PEE7358*9\P24>N2
`3H Q?I2*?*<>4827
`33H [N?5*9PEE7358*97@N2
`333H 4E*7=3?N*9PEE7358

Equipment Check before the Shooting (ARTIS)

Camera 
;H Q25>_Q?5>?N_?>7E*92773589*
AH \N2?5*7P2*N259
^H 4E*?*7297*=2\E=4358
:H \P2\I*2N2\7=3\*\?<N29



U

Sound 
;H 9E>54*92773589*
AH [=2G2==24*Q?5>?N_?>7E*92773589*
^H \E552\7*?54*7297*@E>=*9E>54*Q3`2=
:H 7297*?NN*Q3\=E[PE529*?54*?NN*\?<N29

Tripod
;H ?NN*N289*92\>=2*
AH ?4d>97*P?54N2J*73N7_[?5*92773589

Lighting & Accessories 
;H 9[E7*?54*GNEE4*?NN*N38P79*
AH <?=5%4EE=9*GE=*2?\P*N38P7*
^H \P2\I*?NN*[Ec2=*\E=49*
:H 82N9*?54*<N?\I%c=?[*
WH =2GN2\7E=9*
XH \N?Q[9J*\N3[9J*\NE7P29[359*
UH 8NEZ29*

Supplies 
;H [N257@*EG*7?[29*35*7P2*\E==2\7*GE=Q?7*
AH N259*\N2?52=*?54*N259*7399>2_\NE7P
^H 8?GG2=*7?[2*
:H 4>Z?7@52*E=*7P3\I*<N?\I*7=?9P*<?89*0E=*E7P2=*Q?72=3?N*7E

\EZ2=*c354Ec9D*

CreW 
;H \E5G3=Q*?NN*\=2c*Q2Q<2=9*o*7=?Z2N*[N?59*
AH \E5G3=Q*Q227358*[N?\2*o*43=2\73E59*
^H =2Z32c*\=2c*=EN29*?54*[=E4>\73E5*[N?5*

Day of Shooting (ARTIS)

Important Stuff to Pack / Check 
?H N397*EG*f>2973E59
<H ?44=299*o*43=2\73E59*7E*NE\?73E5*
\H \?9P*

Arrival at Location 
?H 8=227*9><d2\7*
<H 357=E4>\2*\=2c*
\H c?NI*7P=E>8P*c37P*\=2c*

Location Setup 
?H ?==?582*=EEQ_g[=E[9h*?9*522424*
<H \NE92*\>=7?359*E=*\EZ2=*c354Ec9*3G*9>5N38P7*39*>54293=?<N2*

Camera Set Up 
?H >92*)Y*[Ec2=J*3G*[E993<N2*
<H NE?4*7?[2*o*=2\E=4F*^B*\ENE=*<?=9
\H 4E><N2*\P2\I*?NN*\?Q2=?*92773589*
4H cP372*<?N?5\2*0<2GE=2*[N?\358*82N9D*
2H 7297*=2\E=4*?54*[N?@<?\I*
GH =ENN*EGGF*^B*92\E549*EG*7?[2*

Light Setup
?H 927*>[*o*?4d>97*N38P79*>9358*?*QE537E=*cP252Z2=*[E993%

<N2
<H 82N*N38P79*
\H 92\>=2*?NN*NEE92*\?<N29*

Sound Setup 
?H PEEI*>[*?NN*Q3\=E[PE529*?54*\?<N29*
<H 7297*Q3\=E[PE529*o*\P2\I*9E>54*N2Z2N9*
\H 92\>=2*?NN*NEE92*\?<N29*
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Subject
?H Q?I2*9>=2*\NE7P29*?=2*9>37?<N2*
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